HD 572
Consumer Economics 
Spring 2019
Rule 1A. If you keep on doing what you’ve always done, you’ll keep on getting what you’ve always got.
Instructor:
Dr. Sterling Wall
Email:

swall@uwsp.edu




Phone:
715-346-4653







Office:

242A CPS
Office Hours: Email and Phone if needed
Text:
Personal Finance: An Interactive Approach, 2nd Edition, French & Noel

Housing Decisions (2006), Lewis & Turner. Provided online excerpts on D2L

The Four Laws of Financial Prosperity, Harris and Coonradt 


Online and worksheets as assigned.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This is a three semester credit hour course. Consumer, business, and government interactions in the economic environment; consumer choice and decision making relevant to resource allocation and purchases in the market. Principles of family financial management and housing selection and maintenance.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Through active participation and completion of assignments students will:

· Acquire knowledge of the fundamental forces, laws, and principles that protect and guide rational consumer decision making.

· Apply economic laws and principles to successful life management, for themselves and others, in the economic sphere.

· Value the process of rational consumer decision making and applying knowledge to economic choices and actions. 

· Identify ways to use resources (human and non-) to manage time, stress, and achieve family and individual goals.

· Examine housing as a special topic with considerations of selection, aesthetics, and maintenance.

COURSE EXPECTATIONS
·       Reading of assigned text chapters and other materials by scheduled due dates. 
·       Participate in class discussion and activities.
·       Completion of all assignments and quizzes on time.

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS Any student needing special accommodations needs to contact the Office of Disability Services (715-346-3365) in the Student Services Center. Those students documented as eligible will be appropriately accommodated. If anyone has any concerns about passing this course, please feel free to see me.

HONESTY CODE Academic honesty will be regulated according to the University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point Communal Bill of Rights and Responsibilities (Chapter UWSP 14). All violations will be reported, no exceptions. All lectures and presentations of material by professors are proprietary and may not be recorded, distributed, or broadcast without prior express permission.

ATTENDANCE The University expects that students will attend all of their classes. Students are responsible for all email announcements (24 hours notice), so check email daily as this will be the official form of communication. This is an “asynchronous” course, meaning, while there will never be a time when we will all be online at the same time, there are definite time periods within which we will be working, typically a minimum 3 day minimum windows is given for assignments, though often they are weekly. Students are expected to complete work within the time frame allotted.

QUIZZES There will be chapter quizzes for each chapter. Be sure to read the chapter AND the associated homework assignment before attempting the quiz. Students are given two attempts, with the highest score being kept. Quizzes are timed. Those who have not actually read the chapter tend to not do well on the quiz and run out of time. Questions are pulled from random test banks, so, even if you take the quiz over, you may not receive the same questions the second time around.
MISSED QUIZZES Given the wide windows of opportunity for completion, it is not expected that students will miss quizzes. Students are given at least 3 days within which to log in and take the timed 20 minute chapter quiz. Thus, if you are on vacation, you may login somewhere on the road and take it. Once started, however, the clock starts/keeps running.
QUIZ ITEM PROTEST Any student wishing to protest a test item must do so, in writing, within one week of the time that the quiz grades are posted. In your protest make direct reference to the answer that you feel is correct (i.e. reference, page#, and quote). By the end of the term a response will be given to you concerning your protest.

ASSIGNMENTS
Assignments are to be turned in on the date due, or as otherwise announced via email. Assignments will not be accepted early or late without a university approved excuse. Points for late work will be deducted at 10% per each day late, beginning the first day late. Grades and assignment descriptions may be accessed as needed via the course website.

GRADING
Grades will be posted periodically throughout the term. Students may come and discuss grades for one week after they are posted. Thus, at the end of the term, grades from the beginning of the term will not be discussed. Final grades are assigned on the following basis:

90% and above = A

80-89%
 = B

70-79%
 = C

